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IF THE BOSSES ONLY KNEW 


We were so impressed by the speech given by 
Clarence Randall of the Inland Steel Company and 
reproduced in the Atlantic Monthly a few months 
ago that we obtained a number of copies from Inland 
Steel for distribution throughout the country. 
In this speech Mr. Randall pointed out the neces- 
sity for suitable public relations between in- 
dustry and the community, and the need for good 
communities if we were to have suitable working re- 
lationships and adequate productivity. 

In view of this enlightened attitude on the 
part of Mr. Randall and a few other industrialists, 
it is interesting to see how unenlightened the atti- 
tude is of some of our other big industries. It 
may be that the boss at the top doesn't know what 
is going on in a branch plant but, by and large, mich 
remains to be done at the local level if they are 
to maintain - or even achieve - suitable public 
relations. 

In vommunity after community throughout the 
United States problems are being created through 
the construction of or the addition to existing 
branch plants. Usually the man in charge is a re- 
gional or a branch manager who says, when asked by 
the community to do something, that he is unable to 
move because he has to get his orders from Detroit or 
Chicago or New York -- or Pittsburgh. The building of 
& new tank plant in a smll town of 7,000 will liter- 
ally change the face of that town. There will be ad- 
ditional requirements for housing, health, recreation, 
sewers, water, etc., etc. Yet the plant manager, by 
and large, pays no attention whatsoever to these 
problems. He just assumes that somehow he is going 
to get the necessary labor and somehow it will be 
of a suitable caliber. When asked to contribute a 
small amount of money to a recreation program, like 
as not he will say that he has no authority to 
contribute more than $75.00 unless he writes to 
Detroit. The result is hostility on the part of 
the intelligent people of the community who are 
merely trying to have order rather than chaos. It 
goes so far as to say, "We certainly won't buy the 
automobile manufactured by that outfit." 

In other areas the industrialist feels that 
he has met his obligations when he has brought in 
a builder to build a certain number of houses. But 
what about the schools; who will build them? And 
who will provide all the other facilities that are 
required for a sound cammmity? The industrial sub- 
manager washes his hands of the situation and says, 


"Why our taxes will pay for that"-except that the 
next day he is likely to be arguing with the tax 
assessor about what the taxes should be. 

The wise industrialist knows that the local real 
estate taxes he pays are a very small part of his 
total taxes. In one industrial city, surveyed by a 
New York bank, it was found that only 3% of the total 
taxes collected are used for local purposes. In an 
industrial city which I visited recently it appears 
that, of the total taxes collected for 1952, approxi- 
mately 20% will come from real estate. An industri- 
alist will be wise if, before he starts to argue with 
the local assessor about what the local real estate 
tax should be, he considers how little he is paying 
and actually how little his own taxes will buy fn 
the way of school building, school instruction, snow 
removal, etc. It is a funny thing about some of 
these branch manager industrialists. They have been 
known to object to any item in the local budget for 
snow removal and they have been known to yell at the 
top of their voices when it wasn't possible for their 
employees or their trucks to get into their plants 
because of snow. 

Some industrialists already know that the 
level of productivity in their plants is definitely 
tied to the level of housing, recreation, education, 
health facilities, etc., in the community. Some 
industrialists today are building houses, or are 
seeing to it that houses are built with necessary 
community facilities, because they realize that 
they can't obtain the kind of employees they want 
on @ hit-or-miss basis, or without such housing 
and the additional amenities required to mke the 
housing satisfactory. 

Clarence Randall said, "But if you want to 
preserve the heritage of free enterprise, get in 
there and pitch, and make everybody in your organi- 
zation pitch. Make your town the best town to live 
in, and you'll get the best workmen. Forget your 
town and let it go into decay, and you'll be strangled 
for good workmen, because today the workingman is 
discriminating. He wants to bring up his children 
in a commmity were there are good schools and good 
churches and good recreational facilities, and a 
fine moral tone to the town.” 

There are enlightened industrialists. But 
there are, unhappily, far too many who haven't 
seen the light yet. It's time the bosses in Detroit, 
Pittsburgh, and New York woke up. Some of their 
boys in the small towns are doing them dirt. (WHB) 











BILLBOARDS BANNED FROM FREEWAYS 


In Los Angeles, California, and Atlanta, Georgia, 
ordinances have recently been adopted which ban 
billboards and other forms of advertising from free- 
ways. 
The Los Angeles City Council voted unanimous- 
ly to prohibit the erection of any billboard intended 
primarily to be viewed by the operators of vehicles 
upon main traveled roads and freeways, or which may 
constitute a traffic hazard. All permits for such 
advertising within 500 feet of a freeway must be 
approved jointly by the Board of Public Works and 
the Traffic Commission. In cases where the adver- 
tising structures would be on the tops of buildings, 
the permits must be approved by the Building and 
Safety Commission and the Traffic Commission. Owners 
of billboards already erected along freeways will 
have three years in which to alter them to confor 
to the provisions of the new legislation. 

The ordinance passed in the city of Atlanta 
bans any billboard or other advertising structure 
within a distance of 300 feet from the new North- 
South Expressway which faces or is visible from the 
expressway. An exception is made for a sign adver- 
tising a lot adjoining the expressway for sale or 
lease - one such sign not exceeding 12 square feet 
in area is permitted. Also on each lot adjoining 
the expressway or on each building on such lot there 
may be one sign facing the expressway which desig- 
nates any particular business which is actually be- 
ing conducted thereon. The ordinance provides for 
a fine up to $500, and/or sentence to work on a pub- 
lic works for not more than 60 days for violations 
of the ordinance, and provides that each day's vio- 
lation of the ordinance provisions shall constitute 
a separate offense. 

Because of the extreme width of the Atlanta 
Expressway at certain locations, the control under 
the provisions of the ordinance will apply to areas 
as much as 900 feet in width, some of which are 
near the central business district of the city. 


THE AUTOMOBILE OUR GREATEST KILLER 


Military deaths in all U. S. wars since the 
Revolutionary War have resulted in fewer deaths 
than will have been caused by the automobile by the 
end of February, according to a release from the 
Association of Casualty & Surety Companies. Mili- 
tary deaths during our entire history have accounted 
for slightly more than a million. The automobile 
killed its millionth victim on December 22, 1951. 





WANTED 


One hundred persons to become members of 
the International Federation for Housing and 
Town Planning, with headquarters in The Hague, 
Netherlands, at $5.00 per year. Those interested 
can send check to ASPO, but note that it is for 
IFHTP, which we will transmit to The Hague. We 
will acknowledge checks. An acknowlédgment will 
come from the Federation also. 











NATIONAL CAPITAL PLANNING COMMISSION PROPOSED 


A bill has been introduced in Congress designed 
to reorganize the National Capital Park and Planning 
Commission and make possible unified planning in the 
District of Columbia and the various commnities in 
the metropolitan area. In the proposed reorganiza- 
tion the NCPPC would be renamed the National Capital 
Planning Commission and would continue to be the cen- 
ter of the planning setup. It would have full re- 
sponsibility for preparing and adopting a comprehen- 
sive plan for the National Capital, and for the fed- 
eral developments in nearby Maryland and Virginia. 
Local planning operations would continue to be the 
responsibility of local agencies, but an overall 
Council for regional planning would be created con- 
sisting of ten members: four drawn from Virginia 
planning bodies, four from Maryland agencies and two 
from the National Capital Planning Commission. The 
council would be an advisory body only - its plans 
could be made effective only with the approval of 
the planning jurisdiction involved. However, the 
bill requires that the National Capital Planning 
Commission consult with and win the approval of the 
Regional Planning Council before adopting any plans 
of regional importance. The Commission and the Coun- 
cil would share their staff and data. 
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Report of the Racine, Wisconsin, Traffic Survey, 1951 
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BUSINESS IS BETTER IN THE SUBURBS 


The Regional Plan Association of New York has just 
released a study on suburban branch stores in the New 
York metropolitan region. The study shows that suburban 
retail sales now almost equal the combined retail sales 
of Manhattan, Brooklyn and Newark stores. 

At least 80 suburban branch stores have been estab- 
lished in the metropolitan region during the last twenty- 
five years, and more than half of these have been opened 
since the end of World War II. Thirty branches have 
been located in the Westchester-Fairfielid section of the 
region. 

The study shows that while the volume of Manhattan 
retail sales adjusted for the change in value of the 
dollar has not increased over the past twenty years, 
and while Brooklyn and Newark retail sales increased less 
than 25%, the retail_sales of the entire suburban area 
have increased over 60%. In some suburban communities 
the gain has been 150%. 

Practically everyone in the suburban area of New 
York is now within reach of several branch stores of well 
known New York and Newark merchants. 


FLORIDA PLANNING AND ZONING ASSOCIATION 


The first annual conference of the Florida Planning 
and Zoning Association, held December 7 and 8 in St. 
Petersburg, was attended by over 70 people from all sec- 
tions of the state - not qmly members of planning and zon- 
ing boards and housing authorities, but mayors, city 
councilmen, county commissioners, university professors, 
private consultants, architects and private citizens. 
The conference included discussion of some of the general 
principles underlying planning, case histories from several 
Florida cities on “plans into action," discussions on 
functions of the board of adjustment, and round tables to 
discuss county and city planning and zoning problema. 


M.1.T. CITY PLANNING FELLOWSHIP 


The Department of City and Regional Planning of the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology has announced the 
F. W. Chandler Fellowship in City Plamning amounting to 
$1,200 for the academic year 1952-53. ‘The award will be 
made to an applicant for admissionto the graduate course 
whose background is such that he may expect to receive 
the M.C.P. degree within two years. Applications may be 
obtained from the Director of Admissions, and should be 
completed before March 1, 1952. For further information, 
write to Professor Frederick J. Adams, Department of City 
and Regional Planning, Room 7-333, MIT, Cambridge, Mass. 


URBAN U.S.A. STUDYTOUR 


The Planning and Housing Division of the School of 
Architecture, Columbia University, is again offering a 
special six-weeks' study program, June 16-July 25, 1952, 
featuring a tour of the recent outstanding programs and 
developments in selected urban areas in the United States. 

The course may be taken for credit. The special 
fee of $350 includes tuition, transportation and lodging. 
For applications and additional informition, address 
Professor J. Marshall Miller, 504 Avery, Columbia Uni- 
versity, New York 27, New York. To assure reservation, 
applications must be approved before March 15, 1952. 
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“Wait! Suppose you wm a war with humanity and 
take over their cities—then have to live in-their cities!” 


By Ed Nofsiger, Chicago Sun.Times 





PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE 


"Forms for Zoning Administration," the 
PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE Information Report 
for December, 1951, discusses the types of forms 
required or desirable at the various stages of 
administering the zoning ordinance, from the 
‘time when application is made for a building 
permit to the time when appeal for a variance 
is granted or withheld, or application for a 
zoning change is made. Parallel with the step- 
by-step description of the administrative pro- 
cess is a series of sample forms in use in a 
selected group of cities and counties through- 
out the United States, surveyed by PLANNING AD- 
VISORY SERVICE. Over 36 forms of various types 
are included with the bulletin, some in origi- 
nal form, contributed by the planning comnis- 
sion, others reproduced by mimeograph or offset. 

The bulletin also includes original tables 
of fees charged for zoning variances, special 
exceptions, conditional use permits, zoning amend- 
ments, building permits and occupancy permits, 
based on a sample study of cities and counties. 











PLAN FOR REZONING THE CITY OF NEW YORK 


Some new and important developments in zoning 
theory and practice are explored in this report 
to the New York City Planning Commission, submit- 
ted by Harrison, Ballard and Allen. The report 
re-examines certain concepts in zoning practice, 
and evaluates them honestly in relation to the 
basic planning goals of light, air, space and com- 
patibility of use. It suggests new and direct 
controls which are designed to permit flexibility 
while insuring adequate standards of amenity. 

"In order to control total bulk and the re- 
sulting congestion, a limit is set on total bulk, 
by a floor area ratio." This ratio is an index 
figure "which expresses the total permitted floor 
area as a miltiple of the area of the lot.” Through 
this ratio, standards of lot coverage in relation 
to height of structure are established, but the 
developer is free, within the limits established 
by other provisions of the ordinance, to plan his 
building with flexibility. 

Open space, which has been treated merely as 
a by-product of such controls as yard require- 
ments, setbacks and the like in other zoning or- 
dinances, is approached directly in this proposal, 
with an emphasis on the usability of open space. 
Thus, in dense residential zones, roof and balcony 
open space may be included in partial fulfillment 
of the open space requirements. 

Access to light and air are also regulated 
through direct controls by several devices - the 
angle of light obstruction, the area for light ac- 
cess, and the minimm requirements for yard widths. 
In the older ordinance, an angle of light obstruc- 
tion was, in effect, established through the re- 
quirement that for every additional story, an ad- 
ditional setback must be provided - a provision 
which has led to the building of "pyramidal" struc- 


4 


tures. The new proposal would permit buildings 
of more interesting design because the angle of 
light obstruction is considered as an average, 
rather than as an "angle of glide." "A building, 
could, in effect, drop one shoulder and raise the 
other, or have a tower in the middle with open 
space on two sides.” 

Standards of light are established for every 
legally required window through the "area of light 
access" requirement. The regulations for each dis- 
trict specify the amount and location of open space 
within a specified type of wedge-shaped area desig- 
nated for each required window which must be left 
unobstructed. 

Of interest to all planners is the classifi- 
cation of uses established in this report. Eight- 
een use groups are distinguished, including three 
residential, two community-facility districts, four 
retail and commercial districts, three wholesale 
and commercial amusement districts, one heavy com- 
mercial and automotive service district, and five 
districts for manufacturing uses. 

The proposed ordinance includes provisions for 
off-street parking and off-street loading, and also 
contains special regulations dealing with group 
housing developments (to meet the special needs of 
New York City as attested by the fact that in the 
1947-1948 period, over 40% of the dwelling starts 
were in large-scale housing projects.) Provision 
is also made for the elimination of nonconforming 
uses of open land in residential districts within 
three years, and for the elimination of nonconfornm- 
ing manufacturing uses in residential zones within 
thirty years. 

Copies of this report are available upon request 
from the New York City Planning Commission, 2700 
Municipal Building, New York 7, New York, for $2.00. 
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Chicago, Illinois: Land Clearance Commission. 
Planning Analyst II. Salary $4,320. Qualifica- 
tions: degree in city planning, plus two years of 
experience, or an equivalent combination of expe- 
rience and training. Additional graduate traifling 
in city. planning may be substituted, year for 
year, for experience. Write to L. W. Dodge, As- 
sistant to the Executive Director, Chicago Land 
Clearance Commission, 69 West Washington Street, 
Chicago 2, Illinois. 








Flint, Michigan: Director of Planning. Salary 
open. Qualifications: must have considerable ex- 
perience and degree in engineering, landscape archi- 
tecture or city planning, preferably supplemented 
by a master's degree in city planning. Apply Civil 
Service Commission, City Hall, Flint, Michigan. 





Roanoke, Virginia: Roanoke Redevelopment and 
Housing Authority. Planning Technician. Salary 
$5,000-$6,000. To assist in slum clearance program. 
Responsible for technical studies, presentation of 
plans and programs, and coordination of work under 
only general supervision. A minimum of six months' 
work guaranteed. Interview will be arranged at a 
mutually satisfactory place. Write to Executive 
Director, City of Roanoke Redevelopment and Hous- 
ing Authority, P.O. Box 1807, Roanoke, Virginia. 








Rome, Italy: Arabian-American Oil Company. 
City Planners. Salary open. Qualifications: 
minimum of 5 years' work experience in planning 
and designing complete community developments, 
together with all necessary residential and in- 
dustrial facilities such as sewers, water, and 
utility systems. Send detailed statement of quali- 
fications to Recruiting Supervisor, Arabian-Ameri- 
can Oil Company, 505 Park Avenue, New York 22. 


Tacoma, Washington: Principal Planner. 
Salary $5, 080-$7,000. Qualifications: college 
degree and at least five years' experience in 
& responsible state, county or city planning 
commission. Graduate work in planning or re- 
lated field may be substituted for up to two 
years of the required experience. 

Associate Planner. Salary $4,044-$5,220. 
Qualifications: college degree, plus at least 
two years' experience in a responsible planning 
position. Graduate work in planning or related 
field may be substituted for up to one year of 
the required experience. 

Assistant Planner. Salary $3,480-$4,488. 
Qualifications: college degree, plus at least 
one year's experience in planning work. Ad- 
vanced specialization in planning or related 
field desirable. 

Examinations will be administered at a point 
near place of residence of applicants. Deadline 
for filing applications January 30, 1952. Write 
Tacoma Civil Service Commission, Room 100, City 
Hall, Tacoma 2, Washington. 














POSITIONS AVAILABLE 


Toledo-Lucas County, Ohio: Associate Planner. 
Salary $4,725. To assist chief planner, some super- 
visim of other plamers and report writing. Quali- 
fications: degree in city planning, architecture, 
civil engineering or landscape architecture plus 
two years' planning experience. 





Junior Planner. Salary $4,125. Design, 
drafting, and research. Qualifications: degree 


in city planning, architecture, civil engineer- 
ing or landscape architecture; or two and one-half 
years' practical experience in city planning or 
two years' college with one year practical expe- 
rience. 

Apply Toledo-Lucas County Plan Commissions, 
322 Ontario Street, Toledo 2, Ohio. 


Vancouver, B.C., Canada: City Planner. 
Salary $7,000 ~ 9,000 depending upon qualifica- 
tions. Qualifications: degree in civil engineer- 
ing, architecture or related field supplemented 
by courses in city planning; considerable plan- 
ning experience including some supervisory re- 
sponsibility; successful public relations and 
administrative experience in municipal govern- 
ment, or an equivalent combination of training 
and experience. Write to Personnel Director, 
City Hall, Vancouver 10, B.C. not later than 
January 31, 1952. 
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A Report on the Differences that Exist Between the 
Zoning Ordinance and Subdivision Regulations 






























PERSONALS 


Sydney Carter, who has a Master's Degree in 
planning from Harvard, and who has recently been 
teaching planning and architecture at the University 
of Florida, has been appointed director of the 
City-County Planning and Zoning Commission, Augusta, 
Georgia, as of January 2, 1952. 


John M. Crane has beer appointed senior city 
planner on the staff of the Youngstown (Ohio) City 
Planning Commission. 


Wayne C. Depew, Jr., formerly with the Colun- 
bus City Planning Commission, has joined the staff 
of the Indianapolis Redevelopment Commission as re- 
search and planning engineer. 


Myron D. Downs, city planner of the City Plan- 
ning Commission in Cincinnati, has submitted his 
resignation to take effect December 31st. 


Allen Fonoroff, formerly with the New York 
City Planning Commission, has joined the staff 
of the Cleveland City Planning Commission as city 
planner. 


Cynthia Wentworth Hannum has been appointed 
a member of the City Planning Commission of Portland, 
Oregon. 


Hayden Johnson, who for the last three years 
has directed the Poughkeepsie Area Development As- 
sociation, was appointed city manager of Poughkeepsie 
on January lst. 


Jack M. Mosier, formerly city planner with the 
Flint, Michigan, Planning Commission, has been ap- 
pointed director of plamning in San Bernardino, Cali- 
fornia. 


Peter Nash has resigned as senior planner for 
the Worcester, Massachusetts, Planning Department 
and has accepted a position as senior planner for 
the Boston Housing Authority. 


John W. Reps has accepted an appointment as 
associate professor in the Department of City and 
Regional Planning at Cornell University, effective 
February lst. 


Walter B. Schilling, planning analyst for the 
Chicago Land Clearance Commission, has been appointed 
redevelopment director of the Springfield, Ohio 
Redevelopment Agency. 


Harris W. Soule, managing director of the Ver- 
mont Development Commission, has resigned to accept 
a position with the United States Department of 
Agriculture. Lester W. Eaton has been named acting 
managing director, effective December lst. 


Francis Violich has resigned from the staff of 
the San Francisco Department of City Planning to ac- 
cept a full-time appointment as associate professor 
on the faculty of the University of California. In 
this capacity, he will assist the Department of City 
and Regional Planning in the Division of Landscape 
Architecture. 


M. Walker Wallace, formerly senior planner 
with the Boston City Planning Board, is now associ- 
ated with National Suburban Centers, Inc., as plan- 
ning coordinator. 


Donald D. White, formerly director of the Ok- 
lahoma City Plaming Commission, has been recalled 
to active duty as instructor with the Army Field 
Artillery School at Fort Sill, Oklahoma. 


Edward Windsor has been appointed a member 
of the City Plan Commission of Providence, Rhode 
Island, replacing Mr. Donald E. Jackson, who re- 
Signed. 


Charles E. Woodward, recent graduate of the 
University of California, has accepted a position 
as planning technician with the City Planning De- 
partment of the City of Berkeley, California. 





ALABAMA CITIZENS 


COMMUNITY 


CONFERENCE 


PLANNING 


WITH EXHIBITS ON 
ALABAMA COMMUNITIES 
GREAT BRITAIN TOWN 
ANDCOUNTRY PLANNING 


DEC. 6 & 7, 1951 


AT SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE & THE ARTS APL ausurRN 


ON 


NEW ASPO DIRECTOR 


The first conference 
on community planning 
held at Alabama Polytech- 
nic Institute featured 
sessions on planning in 
Alabama cities, urban de- 
velopment, street plans, 
schools, housing, recrea- 
tion, community facili- 
ties, economic aspects of 
commmity life, plan ef- 
fectuation and civil de- 
fense. The conference 
was sponsored by the De- 








and Alabama State Planning Board. 





partments of Landscape Architecture and Architecture, Alabama Polytechnic Inst#- 
tute; Alabama League of Municipalities; Alabama State Chamber of Commerce; 
A second conference is planned for 1952. 





Chairman, 
Salt Lake County 
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PLANNING LEGAL NOTES 
Prepared by Walter H. Blucher 











Urban Redevelopment Held Valid by Michigan Supreme 
Court. 

In the Matter of Slum Clearance in Area Bounded 
by Hastings, Gratiot, Dequindre andMullett Streets 
(in the city of Detroit), Supreme Court of Michigan, 
December 3, 1951. (Unofficial copy received.) The 
city of Detroit had instituted condemation proceed- 
ings to take private property for the purpose of e- 
liminating a slum on the east side of that city. Ap- 
pellants (defendants in the condemation case) claimed 
that the slum clearance condemnation proceeding 
is unconstitutional, because the real estate, while 
taken for a public use, is, after objectionable build- 
ings are razed, to be sold for redevelopment by pri- 
vate persons and that, considering the purposes of 
the condemnation as a whole, the city is condemning 
the lands of one private person to be devoted to 
the uses and purposes of another private person. 

The Supreme Court held that the primary purpose 
of the proceeding was the elimination of a slun. 
The court found: "It was not the purpose of this 
condemation proceeding to acquire property for re- 
sale. It was to remove slums for reasons of the 
health, morals, safety and welfare of the whole com- 
munity." 





Parking. If You Double Park You Might Be Sued By 
The Lawful Parker Who Can't Get Out. 

Harnick et al. v. Levine, Municipal Court of 
City of New York, Borough of Manhattan, August 9, 
1951, 106 W.Y.S. 2d g60. Plaintiffs allege that 
they lawfully parked an automobile on the easterly 
side of Park Avenue in the borough of Manhattan, 
city of New York, about 8:40 P.M. Plaintiffs re- 
turned to the car about 9:30 the same evening and 
were unable to move the car because of defendant's 
having double parked his car at the side of theirs. 
It was claimed that this was in violation of the 
law and that plaintiffs were entitled to damages. 
Defendant moved for judgment on the pleadings. 





This case was tried in the municipal court, a 


very minor court in the city of New York, but ap- 
parently the justice was a very learned man. He 
pointed out that the United States Circuit Court 
of Appeals of the District of Columbia not long 
ago had not hesitated to uphold the right of the 
public to be free from bombardment of sound which 
could not be ignored. This case involved commercial 
radio broadcasts in public conveyances. The court 
said, "If a ‘captive audience’ has the right- to 
complain of its plight and to pray for relief, so 
also may a ‘captive motorist.'" The double parking 
was a violation of the law. Such a violation has 
been held to be a nuisance. Recovery is obtainable 
in such cases. 

The court said further, "Indeed, neither the 
King's highway nor the public highway is to be used 
as a ‘stable yard' for vehicles. The discomfort 
and inconvenience caused to the plaintiffs by the 
act of the defendant are valid grounds for recovery, 
and I hold that the complaint herein states a cause 
of action.” 


Signs, Limitation on Gasoline Station Price Sign 
Held Illegal. 


Levy et al. v. City of Pontiac et al., Supreme 
Court of Michigan, September 5, 1951, 49 N.W. 2d 
80. The city of Pontiac, Michigan, adopted an or- 
dinance providing in part as follows: "No sign or 
placard stating the price or prices of gasoline 
other than such signs or placards as hereinabove 
provided (signs not larger than 12 by 12 inches 
attached to pumps or dispensing devices) shall be 
posted or maintained on the premises on which said 
gasoline is sold or offered for sale." 

Plaintiff is a retail and wholesale dealer in 
gasoline and other petroleum products. It operates 
nine retail gasoline service and filling stations 
in Oakland and Macomb counties. The company pur- 
chases gasoline at the refinery and hauls it to its 
own stations, thus effecting a saving of about 
4¢ a gallon, which saving is passed on to the cus- 
tomers. 

It was the claim of the city that the ordinance 
is a valid exercise of the police power because it 
prevents small gasoline station operators from be- 
ing squeezed out as a result of monopolistic prac- 
tices and that the signs permitted are ample to in- 
form the public of the prices at which plaintiff 
sells gasoline. 

The lower court held that the ordinance was 
an improper exercise of the police power having no 
relation to the public health, morals, welfare or 
safety. This decision was affirmed by the supreme 
court, which said, in part "Business practices, such 
as the one against which the ordinance in question 
is directed, have no detrimental effect on public 
health, peace, morals, safety and welfare. The size 
of signs which plaintiff may care to use, and their 
location at points other than the pumps, if such 
signs are not misleading or fraudulent, may not be 
regulated by the legislative body of defendant 
city." 





ZONING DIGEST 


The phrase "unnecessary hardship" is some- 
times shockingly misinterpreted in zoning cases 
involving petitions for a variance from the pro- 
visions of the zoning ordinance. The lead ar- 
ticle in the January 1952 issue of the ZONING 
DIGEST discusses the definition and interpre- 
tation in a number of court cases, including a 
recent opinion of the Supreme Court of Delaware 
in a case which is reported in detail in the 
January issue. 

Among the other subjects included in the 
zoning decisions reported this month are board 
of appeals, commercial district, gasoline station, 
minimm floor area, spot zoning, trailers, cus- 
tomary home occupations, clinics, nonconforming 
uses, front lines, rear yards, storage tanks and 
variance. 
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ASPO receives more than 600 planning books, pamphlets and reports each month, 
It is possible to mention only a very limited number and to do justice to only a few 


of them. Copies may be secured from publishers. ASPO does not have copies for 
distribution. 


Planning Literature 


STATISTICAL ABSTRACT OF THE UNITED STATES, 1951. U.S. 
Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census; Roy V. 
Peel, Director. Available from the Government Print- 
ing Office, Washington, D. C. 1951. 1047pp.maps, 
tables,graphs,charts. $3.00. (An amazingly useful 
book, containing a wealth of statistical information. 
The first section on population contains information 
on a state basis giving age of population, racial 
characteristics, intermal migration, number of house- 
holds, etc.; other sections contain vital statistics, 
data on education, law enforcement, labor force, em- 
ployment and earnings, business enterprise, cammmica- 
tions, power, motor vehicles, agriculture, manufac- 
ture, etc., etc.) 


EXPRESSWAYS - GREATER KANSAS CITY. City Plan Com- 
mission, 15th Floor, City Hall, Kansas City 6, Mis- 
souri; Louis S. Rothschild, Chairman. March 1951. 
168pp.plano.illus.maps,graphs,charts,tables. $6.00. 
(One of the most comprehensive studies on the sub- 
ject that has come to our attention.) 


REPORT ON THE ACUTE TRANSPORTATION PROBLEM EXISTING 
BETWEEN NORTHEASTERN NEW JERSEY AND THE CITY OF NEW 
YORK. L. Alfred Jenny, Consulting Engineer. Divi- 
sion of Planning and Development, New Jersey Depart- 
ment of Conservation and Economic Development, 520 
East State Street, Trenton 7, New Jersey; William T. 
Vanderlipp, Director. 1951. 47pp.maps. $1.00. 


MAJOR HIGHWAY PLAN. ‘San Mateo County Planning Com- 
mission, City Hall, San Mateo, California; Alvin S. 
Hatch, Chairman. 1951. Unpaged,tables,maps,graphs. 


RACINE TRAFFIC SURVEY. Wisconsin State Highway 
Commission; Bureau of Public Roads, U.S. Department 
of Commerce; and the City of Racine, City Hall, Racine, 
Wisconsin; Floyd Carlson, Director of Planning. 1951. 
126pp.illus.maps,graphs,tables,charts. 


A GUIDE TO STREET NAMING AND PROPERTY NUMBERING. 
Temnessee State Planning Commission, Greyhound Termi- 
nal Building, 517 Cammerce Street, Nashville 3, Ten- 
nessee; Harold V. Miller, Executive Director. 195l. 
4 7pp.maps, illus. 


ARLINGTON LOOKS AHEAD. A Six-Year Improvement Pro- 
gram for Arlington County, Virginia. Arlington 
County Planning Commission, Court House, Arlington, 


Virginia; Max S. Wehrly, Chairman. 1951. 92pp. 
tables ,maps,graphs. 
NEW HAVEN'S PROGRAM FOR PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS. 1952 - 


1957. Capital Budget Programming Committee, City 
Plan Commission, City Hall, New Haven, Connecticut; 
Angus M. Fraser, Vice Chairman. 1951. Unpaged 
tables ,graphs. 


PHILADELPHIA HOUSING QUALITY SURVEY. City Planning 
Commission, National Bank Building, Market and 
Juniper Streets, Philadelphia 7, Pennsylvania; Edmmd 
N. Bacon, Executive Director. 1951. 145pp.maps, 
charts ,tables. 
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MAKING GOOD COMMUNITIES BETTER. Irwin T. Sanders. 
University of Kentucky Press, 624 South Limestone, 
Lexington 29, Kentucky. 1950. l17kpp. $2.50. 
(This is a handbook on community participation. 
The first five sections are really outlines, dealing 
with: "What Makes a Good Commmity; But Commmities 
Differ; Promoting a Program or Project; The Five 
States; A Better Community Through Better Organiza- 


tions; Your Philosophy of Community Service." The’ 


sixth section consists of twenty one selected guide- © 


posts briefly stated by individual authors.) 


SURVEY IN THE ATOMIC AGE OF PAID MUNICIPAL PLANNING 


ORGANIZATIONS IN THE UNITED STATES AND SPECIFICAL- 
LY IN THE STATE OF WISCONSIN. James W. Owens. Pub- 
lished by the Beloit Daily News, Beloit, Wisconsin. 
1951. l4pp.illus.maps,charts. Single copies 15¢. 
(A survey undertaken to assist the newspaper in its 
campaign to obtain a paid planning organization for 
Beloit. Contains interesting data on planning bud- 
gets, staff, etc.) 





DON'T LET THIS HAPPEN TO YOUR CITY. Fred Dodsworth. 
Maclean's Magazine, November 15, 1951. 
by Maclean-Hunter Publishing Company Itd., 481 Uni- 
versity Avenue, Toronto 2, Canada. ("In forty-three 
years Toronto has paid five sets of planning experts 
to tell us what is wrong with the city -- and taken 
no notice of any of them." A dramatic lesson for 
other cities.) 





MADISON'S ECONOMY THROUGH DEPRESSION AND WAR. City 
Plan Commission, 2 West Mifflin St., Madison 3, 
Wisconsin; George Foster, Chairman. 1951. 52pp. 
graphs ,tables. 


RURAL-URBAN MIGRATION IN WISCONSIN 1940-1950. Mar- 
garet Jarman Hagood and Emmit F. Sharp. Agriculture 
Experiment Station, University of Wisconsin, Madison 
6, Wisconsin. 1951. ‘S6pp.tables,maps,graphs,charts. 


A SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY RELATING TO THE LEGAL AND 
FINANCIAL ASPECTS OF URBAN REDEVELOPMENT. Charles 


F. O'Brien, Reference Librarian, College of Law ~ 


Library, Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio. 
1951. 9Qpp.mimeo. 


VALPARAISO PLANNING ROUNDUP. November 9-10. Fall 
Meeting, Chicago Region Chapter of the American 
Institute of Plamners. Sponsored by the Valparaiso 
City Plan Commission and Valparaiso University. 
Edited by Milfred H. Eggerding, Valparaiso Univer- 
sity, Valparaiso, Indiana. 1951. 6lpp.mimeo.maps. 





NEW ASPDA PUBLICATION 


DIRECTORY OF STATE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
AGENCIES, with Roster of Principal Staff Mem- 
bers. Association of State Planning and Devel- 
opment Agencies, 1313 East 60th Street, Chicago 
37, Illincis. Jenuary 1952. 4th Edition. $2.50. 
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